
AMENDMENT NO. 1 
 

BSC 2013–2014 FRIDAY TWILIGHT SERIES SAILING INSTRUCTIONS YACHTS & 
DINGHIES 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Our current Sailing Instructions define the area of swing moorings in front of the BSC club 
house as prohibited water. By definition, the area is also considered to be a continuing 
obstruction. The Sailing Instructions, however, do not adequately define the actual boundary 
of the continuing obstruction.  
 
The historic convention at BSC has been that the line that defines the continuing obstruction 
at mooring areas is an ‘elastic line’ drawn from one mooring to another. Boats may ‘dip’ in an 
out of the moorings area provided that they exit the same way they entered and do not 
actually ‘round’ a mooring.  
If they do round a mooring after the start preparatory signal, in accordance with Clause 12.5 
of the Sailing Instructions, they are required to perform a 360 degree penalty turn before 
crossing the start line. 
 
Whether or not a boat exiting the moorings area has any ‘rights’ over another boat depends 
on the applicable circumstances under RRS Rule 19. 
 
This issue has been raised many times to various race committees in the past and has again 
been raised recently. Although we could amend the Sailing Instructions by including a 
complicated definition for the line of the continuing obstruction, we will still have an 
unsatisfactory situation at our race starts due to the close proximity of moored boats. 
 
To help eliminate the problem, the race committee has issued the following Amendment to 
the Sailing Instructions. The amendment provides the possible provision of a laid Inner 
Distance Starting Mark to be positioned approximately 30 metres north of the outer line of 
moorings in front of the club house.  
 
Boats will be required to pass on the Cockatoo Island side of this new laid starting mark 
when starting.  
 
This new laid mark is classified as a Starting Mark and therefore RRS Section C does not 
apply, that is, there is no entitlement to Room. 
 
The actual start line will remain as the transverse line defined in the Sailing Instructions. This 
means that it will not be necessary to accurately position the new laid starting mark on the 
actual starting line.  
 
 

AMENDMENT No.1 
 
New Clause 12.2.1 
 
12.2.1 An Inner Distance Starting Mark may be laid to the north of the outer line of 
swing moorings located in front of the BSC Club House. If this starting mark is laid, 
boats must pass to the Cockatoo Island side of this mark (yellow or orange BSC 
buoy) when starting. The starting line remains as described in Clause 12.2. 

 


