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Commodore’s Overview 
It has been a privilege to be involved with the Balmain Sailing Club in the year that marked its 130th anniversary and made significant 
achievements.  
 
In the last 12 months the club has: 
 
• Returned to profit  
• Completed the new pontoon - its most ambitious infrastructure project 
• Staged a highly successful and profitable regatta 
• Grew the viability and profitability of the sailing school 
• Conducted great sailing with growing fleets 
• Re-established a cruising division 
 
On a personal note it was highly rewarding to put our great little six foot skiff back in the water for the 2014 Regatta and the Balmain Bug will be 
back for the 2015 event with an even more outlandish sail plan. The Balmain Regatta is an important part of Sydney's maritime and community 
legacy and it helps set us apart from any other sailing club in NSW. People like Mike West, Chantelle Hodgson, Simon Oliver, Lyn Evans, our sponsors 
and a small army of volunteers are once again going to make the regatta a special event this year. 
 
The 2015 regatta will be made more accessible for competitors thanks to our new pontoon and on behalf of the club I would like to thank members 
like Bob Connolly, Arthur King, Damian Barker, Angela Catterns and Chantelle Hodgson who played vital roles at various stages to bring the job to 
completion. On the day building began Arthur was on the deck like and anxious father and he and Bob at the end of the day brought the project 
home through relentless determination. 
 
Our club is powered by the enthusiasm of volunteer members many of whom complete tasks and make significant contributions with no fanfare or 
desire for recognition. This includes everyone from Tommy and Silke at the bar to the Officers of the Day who along with everything else make sure 
the sausages are cooked; Wanda who looks after the trophies and of course many others.  
 
 
 



It is rare to visit the sailing club on non race days and not find at least one dedicated member attending to something that needs doing.  And 
on most of those days among the members doing vital tasks are likely to be Lyn Evans and Kathie Meyer.  For example after the last club 
working bee Kathie spent an additional two days on scaffolding finishing the painting on the outside of the club.   
 
Lyn is stepping down as infrastructure director and the club owes her a huge vote of thanks for her drive, the work she has done and the 
equipment she has donated. We all enjoy the benefits of Lyn's commitment every time we visit the club. 
 
On that theme, the single biggest contribution any member can make is to step up and volunteer a few hours a few times a year to help with 
urgent tasks when the call goes out.  I ask that you all take that message on board. 
 
In the coming year the BSC faces the ongoing challenges of providing Sydney's friendliest and most rewarding sailing and there is always a 
long ‘to do’ list but I am confident 2015/2016 will build on the success of the last year. 
 
Campbell Reid 
  
 



Vice Commodore’s Report 
The past sailing season could best be described as business as usual. The Combined Clubs summer and winter series are now a standard fixture for 
Drummoyne, Greenwich and Balmain clubs and this year we welcomed boats from the Parramatta River Sailing Club. 
 
All the regular series and races were supported with good fleet numbers. 
 
Initiatives for the 2015-2016 Season 
This coming season we are in the process of introducing some changes:- 
 
1. The race entry system for all races is being changed to the Topyacht Entry System. The topyacht handicap system has now been used by the club 

for the past three seasons. The adoption of the associated entry system will simplify race administration. 
2. Our sailing programme now includes a Friday Afternoon Race Series. It is planned that the Friday afternoon races will comprise three individual 

nine race series that will commence on the same day as the last twilight race, April 1, 2016, and run consecutively through to the 
recommencement of twilights in October. 

 
          Sailing Instructions are still being developed, however, initial details are:- 

• Courses set around the islands to avoid the need to set marks. 
• Race start time approx. 1:30pm. 
• A possible combination of scratch and pursuit series. 
• Competing boats will SMS their finish times to avoid the need for race starter / finisher attendance. 
• It is planned to open the club and have a BBQ after each race. 

 
3. Minor changes to the twilight courses to minimise the number of Division 3 DNFs on light breeze days. 
4. Trialling replacement of the club’s BMS handicap system with an ORC Club rating system. 

 
Input from members on all of these changes is welcomed. 
 
Starters, Captains and Race Manager 
The success of the past season’s sailing was a result of the effort, support and dedication of:- Starters, John, Kathie, Fiona and Marilyn; Yacht & Dinghy 
Captains, Mark and Dave; Protest Committee, Phil & Erica; our Racing and Deck Manager, Dave Stenhouse; everyone else who helped out on race days 
and the rest of the BSC Committee who ensured the club’s standard of racing and sailing  was never compromised. 
 
Simon Oliver 
 

 
  



2014 Balmain Regatta 
Despite an initial lack of breeze which saw the AP 
signal displayed for over an hour before yacht 
divisions got away, the regatta was once again a 
tremendous success with approximately 90 boats 
participating.  
 
On shore we had to call for more beer which is 
always the hallmark of a great party and a 
capacity community crowd enjoyed Darren Jack’s 
music, face painting and BBQ.  As a result regatta 
profits were very healthy. 
 
There were many volunteers and sponsors 
involved both before and on the day, so thanks to 
all. 



2015 Regatta Preview 

The 2015 regatta will be the Irene Pritchard edition in 
honour of women sailors.  
 
The Balmain Sailing Club is thought to be the first in 
Australia to welcome women as skippers and Irene 
was said to be unbeatable in her eight foot skiff Zephyr 
which she skippered with her two brothers as crew. 
 
Since we launched a detective mission to find out 
more about Irene interesting history has come to light 
and we will tell her story more widely as we step up 
publicity for this year's regatta. 
 
Already the pictured flyer has gone out to everyone 
who took part last year and please encourage sailors 
you know - particularly women sailors - to take part 
this year. 
 
Regatta date, Sunday October 25, 2015. 
 



Cruising 
 
Season 2014 – 2015 saw the resurrection of the BSC Cruising Division.  The first event for the 
summer was held on December 14, with participants enjoying a sail around the western harbour 
in perfect bright sunshine and a mild north-east breeze for an hour or two before making their 
way to a sheltered mooring in the Lane Cove River to raft up for lunch and refreshments. 
  
The second event was held on February 7.  On that occasion, cruisers enjoyed a leisurely motor 
sail in very light breezes through our picturesque main harbour whilst making our way to a 
sheltered mooring off Castle Rock in Middle Harbour. 
  
On both occasions, rafting up provided a secure spot to hop between the boats, enjoy the 
company of all cruisers and partake of the magnificent feast that emerged from the various 
galleys and picnic hampers, not to mention champagne ice buckets and eskys! 
  
Regrettably, the third event, a planned overnight cruise to either Broken Bay or Port Hacking, 
had to be cancelled due to very inclement weather conditions on the intended weekend.   
  
If this form of relaxation takes your fancy, don’t miss the future cruises planned for 2015 - 2016.  
Whether you are a yacht owner, or simply a member interested in joining future events, please 
ensure you register via the BSC website.  Registration is critical to ensure you are kept posted of 
updates on future events, including any possible postponement or cancellation due to adverse 
weather conditions. 
 
Lindsay Fletcher 
  

 



Pontoon Project 
Balmain Sailing Club's pontoon development has been completed, 
heralding a new era of vastly improved facilities for members. Up 
to six yachts can now moor alongside the extensive new system, 
which is secured by five pylons driven into the harbour floor.  
  
Costing $310,000, our largest ever infrastructure project began life 
three years ago when the BSC accessed funding via Roads & 
Maritime's 'Sharing Sydney Harbour' program. R&MS contributed 
$150,000 (dollar for dollar) towards the project, leaving the club 
to find the balance. Remarkably, only $10,000 came directly from 
club revenue, just 3% of the total cost!  Members donated the 
rest, among them Jeremy Arnott. Our thanks to Jeremy and all 
who gave so generously. We hope you're as delighted as we are 
with the outcome!  
  
As its contribution, Leichhardt Council built a walkway connecting 
the disabled access lift next door with the pontoon ramp because 
to gain R&MS funding we undertook to share the facility with the 
public - a small price to pay for such a fantastic new addition to 
the club's boating infrastructure.  
  
The new pontoon shows what we can do as a club - pointing the 
way to ambitious undertakings in the future.   
 
Bob Connolly 

Arthur King overseeing the first 
day of construction 

The finished product 



Yachts 

It was inspiring to watch John Blair and his team aboard 
Bear Necessity put in such hard work to fly our flag in the 
Sydney to Hobart race and heartbreaking for them to 
suffer an early gear failure. But their blue water campaign 
kicks off again with the Sydney to Gold Coast race on July 
25 and we wish them good winds and good luck. 
 

 

Inspiring in a different way was the transformation of Club 
Member Of The Year, Jeremy Arnott’s 81-year-old 6 metre 
Sjo Ro.  Jeremy’s love for this significant vessel has kept an 
important piece of maritime history alive and it is an 
honour that she sails under the BSC burgee.  
 
 

 

BEAR NECESSITY 

SJO RO 



Dinghy Racing 
Our dinghy fleet has grown to such an extent that we have recently modified the storage shed to 
accommodate more boats. We regularly have record numbers in our twilight and Sunday races with the sailing 
school providing a steady stream of enthusiastic recruits. 
 
Dinghy captain Dave, "the boat whisperer“, Hodgson has sourced eight replacement lasers at no cost to the 
club through his contacts in the sailing fraternity and this has significantly lifted the quality of boats for the 
sailing school and club races. 
 
The dinghy fleet is particularly grateful for Kathie’s patience in getting races underway, to Alex Sanderson for 
setting marks to provide better courses and to Dave Stenhouse for working out the handicap results despite 
exasperating changes of boat names and numbers. 



Facilities and Infrastructure 

Keeping our old club maintained and safe is arguably the most demanding of all the 
responsibilities that go with ensuring the viability of the BSC. 
 
In the last year Lyn Evans has supplied a new fridge, overseen the complicated and 
unpleasant task of rebuilding the building's sewage pump, replaced the timbers of the steep 
boat ramp, organised electrical work and organised two working bees that carried out 
extensive painting and repairs. 
 
There is always a ‘to do’ list of jobs and the working bees and other tasks invariably fall to 
too small a group of club members. It is vital that as many of us as possible pitch in to help 
with these tasks, particularly after Lyn takes a well-deserved break from making it happen. 



Sailing School 

In addition, the sailing school has facilitated two keelboat instructor courses and we now have four Yachting Australia accredited keelboat 
instructors in our membership. Along with offering backup instructors, these accreditations will go toward our application for full accreditation 
of our keelboat courses, and in turn full accreditation of the sailing school as a YA Discover Sailing Centre. 
 
Key Objectives of the sailing school in 2015/16 are: 
 
• Re-accreditation of the dinghy courses, accreditation of the keelboat courses and full YA accreditation of the sailing school as a Discover 

Sailing Centre. 
• Continued delivery of current course offerings. 
• Expansion of the keelboat program to include twilight sailing experiences. 
• Further development of the graduate program to facilitate graduates into crewing positions and enable them to transition into full club 

membership. 
 
The success of our sailing school depends on our access to well maintained boats. As with last year, thanks to Lyn for the use of Tookie (and her 
generous contribution in time as an unpaid instructor), and Gary for the use of Intrepid. Thanks also to Hoddo and Campbell for their 
determination in keeping the sailing school Lasers in great shape and adding to the fleet, and a special thanks to Simon for the use of the Magic 
25, pictured above, which has replaced Tookie in our keelboat courses. 
  
Finally a huge thank-you and recognition of our new sailing school sponsor, Sydney Sailmakers, for their continued support of our club and our 
vision of spreading our love of sailing in the wider community. 
 
Chantelle Hodgson 
  

 

The sailing school experienced only a few organisational changes during the year enabling us to 
focus on bedding in systems and marketing changes introduced in the prior year. With the 
administration of courses running smoothly and efficiently, the sailing school is in a good 
position to continue offering a variety of courses, and to further develop its curriculum. 
  
A total of 28 courses were delivered to over 120 participants during the year, across a mix of 
dinghy and keelboat courses, and racing & sailing experiences. 
 
 

 



Financial Report 

We had a pleasing result this year - $17,500 profit after provisions following a loss in the previous year. 
 
• Sailing School was up.  
• Regatta profit was good. 
• Bar takings were down. Systems are being put in place to address this. 
• Hall hire was disappointing. 
• Computer programs are being upgraded to give better control over dinghy storage fees, tender storage 

fees and membership fees. 
 
Note from Treasurer:  
• Please ensure crew become members as checks will be carried out in 2015-16. 
• Please support the raffles and the gold coin charge for the tender service as this will allow further 

upgrades to facilities. 
  
Chris Durman 
 
*The club’s P&L and balance sheet are provided separately at the Annual General Meeting. 



• Continue to grow membership and provide great sailing and an enjoyable club environment. 

• Establish Friday afternoon racing. 

• Assess state of club’s ageing roof. 

• Upgrade upstairs bathrooms. 

• Update bar area. 

• Finish integration of pontoon into club’s facilities. 

• Run a successful regatta. 

• Continue to build momentum of sailing school. 

• Improve club’s IT systems and communication. 

• Grow sailing school profitability and membership pipeline. 

• Expand use of hall by other group and individuals. 

• Investigate provision of kayak storage. 

Some Priorities for  
2015 - 2016 



• Spread the word.  Members are our lifeblood and we should all be BSC recruitment officers.  A 

great target would be for every member to personally recruit ONE new member from outside our 

current sailing fraternity.   

• Make sure everyone you sail with is a member and that they are having fun.   

• On the water make sure our racing is conducted with good sportsmanship and good humour.  

Nothing turns new sailors off more than being yelled at. 

• When the call for a working bee goes out – answer it.  A few hours by a lot of people a couple of 

times a year makes a huge difference. 

• Volunteer for “Captains” duties to help out with administrative, marketing, building and sailing 

tasks. 

BSC members –  
what YOU can do to help 



YA Membership Explained 
Commodore Campbell Reid and Secretary Michael Meehan attended the YA's Commodore's Conference at the 
CYCA on May 16. 
 
Like many clubs represented at the conference the Balmain representatives were keen to be reassured of the value 
of being part of the YA network and YA representatives did a good job in explaining their oversight of the sport and 
the value the organisation can deliver to clubs. 
 
They delivered a particularly useful presentation on clubs' safety obligations and responsibilities and explained the 
range of courses and support functions they offer. 
 
The Balmain representatives left the meeting thinking that clubs like ours need to be more active in making use of 
the services and resources YA offers rather than expecting them to come to us. 
 
Some of what the YA does is not applicable to our club, particularly in areas like youth sailing and coaching but we 
have taken advantage of their other training courses and accreditation of our sailing school instructors adds 
credibility to our business.  In the coming year the BSC should move to take advantage of the safety courses and 
risk management advice from YA and possibly seek help with fundraising particularly in the area of public grants. 
 
An important explanation offered by the YA was that none of the money paid by clubs supports elite and Olympic 
sailing, which are funded by the Federal Government, private donations and sponsorships to the tune of $9m per 
annum.  
 
The new combined national and state management of the YA has set the banding system for charging affiliation 
fees on the current year and will be held for 3 years. 
 
Campbell Reid, Michael Meehan 



Thanks to our Sponsors 
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